
7/19/2022

1

Becoming a CTR – NCRA 

Clinical Practicum & CTR Exam 

Core Competencies

FCDS Annual Conference

Barbara Dearmon-Neyland, BS, CTR

NCRA Education Committee Chair

NCRA Revised Practicum

(Derived from the CTR Exam’s Domain of Practice)

The practicum is based on five Core Competencies. 

Practicum activities focus on developing skills in these 

critical knowledge areas. ·

+ Casefinding 

+ Abstracting 

+ Coding, and Staging 

+ Analysis and Data Usage 

+ Registry Organization 

+ Follow-Up, and Data Quality Assurance 

+ Cancer Program Accreditation 
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NCRA Center for Cancer Registry Education 

Practicum Portal ACCESS

⮚ Available only to students who have completed all the course work 

in an NCRA accredited program and are ready to begin practicum 

activities. 

⮚ College programs: Program Directors have information to access 

the Practicum Activities 

⮚ AHIMA students: information is in every AHIMA course in the 

“Course Home” section. Students complete survey and submit 

documentation of completion of coursework for review.

OPTIONS FOR PRACTICUM ACTIVITIES

► Always preferred

► On-site, CTR-

credentialed advisor 

(instructor) required 

to record student’s 

completion of 

practicum activities

► Activities include:

► SEER*Educate

► NCRA-created

► CTR-credentialed 

advisor (instructor) 

required to review 

practicum activities 

and answer questions

► Activities include:

► In-Person

► SEER*Educate &/or

► NCRA-created

► CTR-credentialed 

advisor (instructor) 

required to review 

practicum activities 

and answer questions

Option 1: In-Person Option 2: Virtual Option 3: Hybrid
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CORE COMPETENCY ASSESSMENTS

► Core Competency Assessments are the final step in all NCRA 

accredited Cancer Registry Management 

degree/diploma/certificate programs.

► ALL students, upon completion of practicum activities, will be 

required to complete a series of Core Competency Assessments to 

measure their knowledge in each of the five Core Competencies.

► Applies to Options 1, 2, and 3

► Minimum score of 70% to pass each assessment

► Download Practicum Assessment Completion Certificate and 

submit to instructor for documentation of completion, or submit 

with CTR exam application.
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